
Ideas About 
Successful Habitat

• Before you raise the first rake, talk
with a knowledgeable, local nursery
or landscape consultant. What
grows in Connecticut may not be
successful in Colorado. Consider
inviting your neighbors to
incorporate several backyards into
expanded habitat.

• Variety is the key to planting, as it
is in feeding. Just as birds have
preferences about where and what
they eat, so they choose different
nesting sites. Some birds always nest
high, as much as 30 to 40 feet in a
deciduous tree, while others prefer a
branch 15 feet up in an evergreen
or within a low-growing bush.

• It may sound strange, but a dead tree
can be an asset to your backyard
landscape. Not only does it furnish
nesting hole sites, it has lots of insects
to make it attractive to the birds plus
the topmost bare limbs are a great
place to perch and view the world.

• Just starting a garden and a few
shrubs can have an immediate
beneficial effect, but before you
plant consider how large
something will grow. You don’t
want to be constantly pruning.
And too much trimming can cause
dense, short growth which turns
natural shelter into a tangle of
twigs. This makes it difficult for
birds to escape from a predator.

• If you don’t have room to leave an
area of your property “wild,” you 
can help the birds simply by not
dead-heading all your garden
flowers. Let some ripen and go to
seed and don’t clean up too
thoroughly around the edges.

• Birds need water to drink, to bathe,
to soak and keep cool. The water
source should be placed in a relatively
open area, several feet from trees or
shrubs. Because the sound of moving
water gets birds’ attention, add a
dripper or mister to make any bath
more appealing. If neighborhood cats
are a problem, hang the bird bath at
least three feet up in the air.

• Contrary to what you may have
heard, birds don’t lose interest in
feeders during the summer. They take
advantage of an easy seed source,
particularly at the peak of the
breeding season. The big payoff from
a summer feeding program comes
when adult birds introduce their
offspring to your feeders. Bird feeding
is an excellent way to introduce your
own offspring to the wonders of their
environment. 

• Much attention is given to the subject
of damaged ecosystems that once
supported a diversity of songbirds.
Recreating some good habitat is
something we all can do. No matter
the size of your yard, once you are
aware what the birds need, you can
make space hospitable to them. 
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To create bird-friendly habitat on your property, you need to provide cover, water and food. Cover, which is any place that
offers protection from predators and the weather, helps to attract nesting birds. Consider your property from the birds’ point
of view. An expanse of mowed lawn is nice for robins searching for worms, but a combination of shrubbery, both deciduous
and evergreen trees, vines and gardens will invite many other species. 
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